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Maimonides (the Rambam), the great scholar,
codifier, physician and philosopher.

The Maimonides School will present Abra-
ham “Avi” Losice the Dr. Morton Berger Me-
morial Award. The Berger Award is presented
annually to an outstanding individual who
combines Torah with worldly excellence.

In addition, the Maimonides School will
present Zahir awards to the following persons:
Dr. Joe Adler, Lori Calka, Phil Chandler, Salia
Galitz, Judy Kaskel, Rivka Kochman, Dr. Mi-
chael Lozman, Thomas Nathan, Raizel
Neiman, Barbara Scher, Tanya Schwartz, Rita
Shachne, Chana Sidi, Jack Sissman, and Ra-
chel Weitz.

CELEBRATING ASIAN PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, May is
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, an oc-
casion to celebrate unique and beautiful cul-
tures that enhance all of our lives, but also to
highlight how Americans of all different back-
grounds are inextricably linked in our effort to
build a better future for our country and a bet-
ter life for our children.

Finding unity in diversity is at the very core
of what makes us Americans.

| have the good fortune of representing a
very diverse region in the Bay Area—the Pe-
ninsula and part of San Francisco. With well
over 100,000 Asian and Pacific Islander Amer-
icans and generations of their descendents,
we have all seen first-hand the stunning con-
tributions of these Americans to our commu-
nity, and we owe them our thanks. In fields as
varied as the arts, health care, business and
military service, Asian Pacific Americans are
central to our quality of life.

| have personally had the honor of partici-
pating in a wide variety of cultural celebra-
tions, such as the Chinese Lunar New Year
ceremony in San Francisco this year, and a
Japanese tea ceremony that | am hosting for
my colleagues in Washington next week.
Events like these not only help preserve Asian
and Pacific Island heritage, but enrich our en-
tire community and remind us all that there is
more to our world than what lies between our
shores.

As we begin the celebration of this Heritage
Month, it is important to take note of this
years theme: “Meeting the Challenges for
Asian Pacific Americans in 2007.” We do face
serious and urgent challenges, including the
need to secure the benefits that our Filipino-
American veterans so richly deserve.

| myself am an American by choice, and |
understand what it means to come to this
country with nothing more than an unwavering
commitment to give your children the broadest
possible set of opportunities. Immigration has
played a vital role in the success of this na-
tion. Yet sadly, as many as 1.5 million Asians
are currently caught in an immigration backlog
for family visas, and continue to spend holi-
days and special occasions far away from
their loved ones. The Democratic-led Con-
gress is leading the way toward comprehen-
sive reform that not only addresses our na-
tion’s real security needs but protects and
unites families.
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Once Asian and Pacific Islander Americans
arrive in this country, it is our vital responsi-
bility to protect and defend them, along with all
victims of malicious, hate-motivated crime. In
2005, at least 199 people were victims of anti-
Asian violence—each act a crime not only
against the individual but against our country
as a whole. Democrats in the House will act
on the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes
Prevention Act to give the Justice Department
authority to prosecute hate crimes in which the
victim was selected because of their race,
color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual
orientation or disability.

Democrats in Congress are taking seriously
their responsibility to stand up for Asian Pa-
cific American families. We are hard at work
on issues that affect Asian and Pacific Is-
lander families and all American families—crit-
ical issues such as education, health care,
proper training and equipment for our troops
and quality care for our veterans. We are
committed to ensuring that these issues re-
main top priorities in the coming months.

Asian Pacific Americans in our community
have proved to all of us that the American
dream is vibrant, and that its great promise is
kept alive when we join together to celebrate
our diverse heritage. Americans’ ability to not
only tolerate our neighbor’'s different cultural
background, but to embrace it, as we do this
month, is at the heart of what makes the
United States truly the greatest nation in the
world.

———
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Mr. DELAHUNT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today so that my colleagues in the House of
Representatives can join me in honoring the
exemplary career of a constituent and fellow
Coastie.

After 26 years of service, Captain Daniel
MacLeod, originally of Hanover, Massachu-
setts, will be retiring from the United States
Coast Guard on June 29, 2007. Captain
MacLeod's extended résumé boasts an im-
pressive list of accomplishments.

After Graduating the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy in 1981, Captain MaclLeod served
as First Lieutenant aboard USCGC VALIANT
and then as a Navy Exchange Officer aboard
USS GRIDLEY. Captain MacLeod then served
as executive officer of TACLET Miami con-
ducting counter-drug operations. While serving
as Operations Officer for USCGC RUSH
(WHEC-723), Captain MacLeod received TAD
orders to the Persian Gulf with the first group
of Coast Guardsmen to participate in Oper-
ation Desert Shield. After a tour at Coast
Guard Headquarters as part of the Deepwater
Mission Analysis Staff, Captain MaclLeod
spent two years as Executive Officer of CGC
TAMPA (WMEC-902). Then, in January of
2000 Captain MacLeod was assigned as
Commanding Officer of USCGC FORWARD
(WMEC-911). Both the TAMPA and FOR-
WARD completed numerous counter-drug,
homeland security, alien migration interdiction
operation patrols.

In June 2002, Captain MaclLeod was as-
signed as Chief of the Marine Protected Spe-
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cies Division. While assigned, Captain
MacLeod headed up the Maritime Homeland
Security and General Law Enforcement Divi-
sion. On October 1, 2007, Captain MacLeod
will be retiring from the United States Coast
Guard as Chief of the Deepwater Human Sys-
tems Integration Office.

As a former Coast Guard Reservist and co-
chair of the Coast Guard Caucus, it is an
honor to recognize Captain MacLeod’s many
years of admirable service. | wish him all the
best in his retirement and know that his cour-
age and leadership will be missed.

————

HONORING CORPORAL NICK S.
POLIZZOTTO OF THE SOUTH
BEND POLICE DEPARTMENT

HON. JOE DONNELLY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in tribute to Corporal Nick S. Polizzotto,
a nine year veteran of the South Bend Police
Department, who gave his life in the line of
duty. For the people of South Bend, Indiana,
Corporal Polizzotto was, indeed, a hero.

On April 24, 2007, a report of gunshots
brought Corporal Polizzotto and his partner,
Patrolman Michael Norby, to a local motel.
There, at 1:37 a.m., an armed suspect shot
both policemen, killing Corporal Polizzotto. Pa-
trolman Norby credits Corporal Polizzotto with
saving his life.

Our community has lost a beloved family
member, a generous friend, a devoted father
and a dedicated protector. Often described as
having a heart of gold, he proudly wore his
uniform and bravely patrolled the streets of
our city until making the ultimate sacrifice.

Born and raised in South Bend, Nick always
wanted to be a police office and graduated
from Indiana University with a degree in Crimi-
nal Justice. During his many years as a
Southeast South Bend beat officer, he re-
ceived 18 commendations and was Officer of
the Month in 2006.

Corporal Polizzotto leaves behind his par-
ents, his son, Joseph, a brother and sister and
countless relatives and friends who loved him.
South Bend has lost a brave guardian.

Madam Speaker, we grieve for our hero,
Corporal Nick Polizzotto. May God welcome
him home and give comfort to his family and
friends.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF FRESNO
COUNTY FARM BUREAU’S 90TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor California’s Fresno County Farm Bu-
reau.

Agriculture continues to be California’s num-
ber one industry with Fresno County leading
the way as the most productive agricultural
county in California. The fertile soils of Fresno
County support over 350 different crops, val-
ued at nearly $5 billion annually to the Cali-
fornia economy. These crops, many of which
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are grown nowhere else commercially in the
nation, are shipped throughout the United
States as well as foreign markets. Good farm-
ers, favorable weather conditions and water
supplies are major factors contributing to Cali-
fornia’s bountiful crops, but the role of the
Fresno County Farm Bureau in Fresno Coun-
ty’s agricultural success cannot be under-
stated.

Fresno County Farm Bureau will celebrate
their 90th anniversary during their annual ban-
quet held on May 3, 2007. It is appropriate at
this time to highlight its many achievements
and to underscore the crucial role that Farm
Bureau has had in supporting and advocating
on behalf of agriculture in Fresno County.

The Farm Bureau is the largest organization
of farmers, ranchers, business people and citi-
zens in the United States and it continues to
grow in size and stature. In California, the
Farm Bureau was formed in 1919. Today,
there are nearly 92,000 members in 56 coun-
ties and nationwide with over 6.2 million enjoy-
ing membership.

Two years prior to the formal establishment
of the Farm Bureau in California, a group of
Fresno area farmers met with the first Exten-
sion Service farm advisor assigned to Fresno
County to lay the groundwork for a county
Farm Bureau organization. The vision was to
provide a bona fide farm organization which
could disseminate information and promote
better farming practices.

Ninety years later, the Fresno County Farm
Bureau is the largest farm bureau in the state
of California, participating in nearly every facet
of farming life. The Fresno Farm Bureau,
through its voluntary, elected leaders and pro-
fessional staff, is dedicated to promoting and
protecting the family farm and to maintaining
the treasured natural resources that are so im-
portant to California and this nation’s vitality
and lifestyle. The Fresno Farm Bureau has
committed to the protection of public health,
safety and welfare. Both are accomplished by
local determination and active participation in
the legislative process. In fulfilling these re-
sponsibilities, the Fresno County Farm Bureau
is helping local agricultural producers maintain
a viable system of production and delivery of
abundant, safe supplies of wholesome food
and fiber to our local, national and export con-
sumers.

| commend Fresno County Farm Bureau for
the presence, dedication, knowledge, profes-
sionalism and hard work on behalf of our
farmers in California. Our nation’s residents as
well as citizens of other nations are the bene-
ficiaries of this amazing supply of agricultural
products. Farmers, Fresno County, California
and our nation can be proud of Fresno County
Farm Bureau’s 90 years of service.

IN MEMORY OF NICOLE REGINA
WHITE

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. FORBES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in memory of Nicole Regina White, who was
tragically killed in the recent attack at Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University on
April 16, 2007.

Nicole was known to many as a person who
possessed the heart of a servant. She found
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ways to invest in those around her, whether it
was through conversation, friendship, lending
a helping hand, or through volunteer work. As
a trained emergency medical technician, she
is believed to have even been helping people
in the final moments of her life. Those who
were close to her know how passionately Ni-
cole gave back to her community, classmates,
teachers, and family. She was a committed
member of her church’s outreach program, a
Sunday school teacher, an EMT for the Smith-
field Volunteer Fire and Rescue Squad, and a
lifeguard at her local YMCA.

Many say that one of Nicole’s greatest loves
in life was taking care of animals. During high
school, Nicole volunteered at local stables and
barns to take care of horses. In this hobby, it
is clear to see that Nicole’s heart and mission
in life was to serve and care for others. Nicole
was a double-major in International Relations
and German at Virginia Tech.

Nicole was a person who loved life, loved
serving people, loved her family, and, most
importantly, loved the Lord. Although her life
was tragically cut short, many are blessed to
have known and loved her.

———

RECOGNIZING THE FIRST MAJOR-
ITY WOMEN CITY COUNCIL IN
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI HIS-
TORY

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize history in
the making. Today, for the first time in Kansas
City, Missouri’s history, a majority women’s
City Council will be sworn in at City Hall.
While | wish | could have joined them in per-
son in the Council Chambers | used to serve
in as Mayor of Kansas City, | want to honor
today’s incoming Mayor, Mark Funkhouser,
and the talented twelve City Council members
who represent our State’s largest city. Among
them, seven women who are making history;
by proving that our society can deliver change
when the people call for it. These extraor-
dinary women have demonstrated that the so-
cial norms by which women have traditionally
been confined can be eradicated and the
prospect for real change is not only plausible,
but possible.

The women that stand before the City Clerk
today and take the oath of office as members
of the first majority women City Council are:
Deb Hermann—serving the 1st District-at-
Large, Melba Curls—serving the 3rd District-
at-Large, Sharon Sanders Brooks—serving the
3rd District, Beth Gottstein—serving the 4th
District-at-Large, Jan Marcason—serving the
4th District, Cindy Baker Circo—serving the
5th District-at-Large, and Cathy Jolly—serving
the 6th District-at-Large.

Deb Hermann was first elected to the City
Council in March 2003 and was immediately
appointed Chairwoman of the Neighborhood
and Housing Committee and member of the
Operations Committee. She brought with her
experience and leadership ability through ac-
tive participation and involvement in nearly
thirty civic and community organizations since
1979. She was a member of the Gracemor
Randolph Community Council for 24 years
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and served as its President from 1994 until
her election to the City Council. Councilwoman
Hermann served as the Chairwoman for the
Property Maintenance Advisory Committee in
2001, and in 1999 was appointed as a Kansas
City Plan Commission Board Member. Coun-
ciwoman Hermann has proudly served the
citizens of the 1st District-at-Large for the past
four years and continues to place a high pri-
ority on her commitment to neighborhoods.

Melba J. Curls has served the 41st District
in the Missouri House of Representatives
since 1999, ending her service in 2006 to run
for City Council. While in office, she cham-
pioned many causes, the most notable being
legislation that extended renewal of the KC
Area Transportation Authority’s taxing ability to
ensure that the critical needs for public trans-
portation services remained funded in our
community. This helped the less fortunate with
their need for public access to jobs and health
care. Curls has a long history of public serv-
ice. Prior to her State election, she was em-
ployed in the Mayor's Office with the City of
Kansas City, and before that, she served as a
staff assistant in the Kansas City office of U.S.
Senator Tom Eagleton. Curls is a life-long
resident of Kansas City, and attended the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Columbia.

Sanders Brooks has served the 37th District
in the Missouri House of Representatives
since 2000, ending her service in 2006 to run
for City Council. While in the State Legislature,
she championed many causes, the most nota-
ble being a bill that outlived mandatory set-
asides for Minority and Women-owned busi-
nesses. She has long been committed to pro-
tecting our community’s history and brings that
passion to fight for the causes of her constitu-
ents with her to City Hall. Prior to her State
election, Brooks was successful civil rights in-
vestigator. A long-time friend and parishioner
of mine, Brooks is a graduate of American
University in Washington, DC where she
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism.

Beth Gottstein formerly served as the Re-
source Development Manager at the Hispanic
Economic Development Corporation before
stepping down to run for City Council.
Gottstein has also been known to spearhead
several local candidate campaigns and has
long been active in our region’s political orga-
nizations, including assisting with my first elec-
tion to Congress. Gottstein has prior City Hall
experience and has also been intimately in-
volved with the Greater Kansas City Women’s
Political Caucus, a local organization that pro-
motes women’s involvement in politics.
Gottstein earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science from the University of Missouri and a
Master’s of Public Administration from Univer-
sity of Missouri-Kansas City.

For the past sixteen years, Jan Marcason
has served as the Executive Director of the
Mid-America Assistance Coalition, where she
managed an annual budget of more than a
million dollars and helped direct millions of
dollars to local social service organizations.
She was also the former President of the
Women’s Political Caucus. Previously, Jan’s
public service extended to Washington, DC,
where she worked for former Vice President
Walter Mondale. Marcason was born and
raised in Kansas City. She earned a Bachelor
of Arts in Education from the University of
Kansas, and a Master’s in Business Adminis-
tration from University of Missouri-Kansas
City.
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